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Chapter 6

The Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

The Eye of the Storm 

Siobhan Fleming 

Similar to how states have boundaries and within those are counties, a dio­

cese is a geographic boundary for Catholic Churches led by one bishop. 
An archdiocese consists of several dioceses, led by an archbishop who has 

jurisdiction over each of the dioceses in his archdiocese. 1 In Texas, there are 

fifteen dioceses and two Archdioceses: San Antonio and Galveston-Houston. 
Individually on January 31, 2019, the fifteen Catholic dioceses in Texas 

simultaneously released the names of clergy credibly accused of sexually 

abusing rninors.2 

As a Catholic, a researcher of clergy sexual abuse, and a Houstonian, 

I anxiously waited that day, along with the local media outlets, for the 

list to appear on the website of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
(ADGH).3 I did not have high expectations for a transparent and forth­

coming list, and I was right in that regard, but it was an implosion, none­
theless. The disclosure was unprecedented in my home diocese, where 

for fifty years it managed to control and prevent the dissemination of 

information about sexual abuse allegations against clergy. The archdio­

cese gave very little information on the priests other than the parishes to 

which they were assigned and a few other pieces of data (i.e., ordination 

and retirement year, etc.). The list had no dates of parish assignments, 

when the alleged abuse occurred, or when the allegations were received 

by the archdiocese. 

The revelation of the credibly accused clergy had a profound effect on 

me as a Catholic. The priests were my parish priests growing up. They 

were my professors in college. They were fellow alumni of the Catho­

lic university I attended. These ordained men had sexually abused boys 
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126 Siobhan Fleming 

THE RAID: NOVEMBER 28, 2018 

On November 27, 2018, a person involved in the LaRosa-Lopez case tipped 
me off that the next day there would be a raid on the Chancery Office of 
the ADGH. The archdiocese has always been immune to these types of 
humiliating acts. On the off chance it was accurate information, I drove 
to the chancery office in downtown Houston, right next to the $49 million 
Co-Cathedral. I arrived at 8 a.m. and sat across from the chancery and waited. 
I noticed when a local news crew arrived about 30 minutes later and stayed in 
their van. Then at 9:30 a.m., like a scene out of a movie, the one-square city 
block the chancery resides on was surrounded all at once, from all directions. 
Large black SUVs, Conroe police department cars with the sirens blaring and 
lights rolling ran red lights and blocked intersections giving room for vans 
and trucks to pull up close to the building. The District Attorney from Mont­
gomery County was there. It was his raid. He held a press conference outside 
the building.53 There was an endless procession of Texas Rangers complete 
with their uniform Stetson cowboy hats. I was told the FBI was there as well. 
Reports stated that more than sixty-five officers and agents participated that 
day. It was an impressive feat coordinating so many agencies and officers. 
I stayed a few hours to watch as the media showed up, slowly at first, then 
swarmed with helicopters and every reporter, it seemed, in Houston. They 
stayed well past 10 p.m. that evening. 

The media released the official warrant the District Attorney and Conroe 
Police obtained in order to execute the search.54 It detailed the abuse by 
LaRosa-Lopez in excruciating detail. It revealed information about the first 
victim-a sixth-grade boy in 1992-when LaRosa-Lopez was apparently 
assisting at St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Houston. The warrant 
stated that there were only two letters relating to that complaint that the 
archdiocese turned over to the Conroe Police; hence the need for a search 
warrant. The peculiar information about those two letters is that one was 
from a lawyer to Bishop Fiorenza dated October 1992 discussing whether 
the diocese was legally obligated to report the incident to Children's Protec­
tive Services (CPS). Fiorenza's reply letter stated that he would require an 
additional psychological examination before LaRosa-Lopez was admitted to 
the seminary. 

This was troubling on many levels. Obviously it was troubling because 
of the sexual abuse of the child by LaRosa-Lopez (known at that time as 
LaRosa). Also, the shocking letter from Fiorenza asking legal counsel if they 
were required to report the abuse to CPS was unsettling. I don't know Fio­
renza well, but I grew up with him in this diocese and have heard about him 
my whole life in Houston. He is a close friend with a relative of mine, and 
I have socialized with him on many occasions in the past decade. Fiorenza 
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comes across as a no-nonsense Texan. The question that vexed me was why 
on earth would he equivocate on reporting the incident to CPS, let alone the 
police? LaRosa-Lopez at that time was not even a student at the diocesan-run 
St. Mary's Seminary. Why was LaRosa-Lopez even assisting at St. Thomas 
More church when he wasn't yet admitted to the seminary? LaRosa-Lopez 
didn't enter St. Mary's Seminary until spring 1993. Presumably he passed the 
psychological evaluation Fiorenza told the lawyer he would require. 

The warrant contained more information about the other victims, but the 
details about the 1992 complaint intrigued me. I knew LaRosa-Lopez was a 
transfer student from a seminary in Mexico City because it was on his Face­
book page that I viewed while he was in jail in September. Seminary students 
rarely transfer to another seminary unless they are dismissed for cause. This 
was certainly the case for LaRosa-Lopez. In 1993, he spent only one semester 
at St. Mary's Semina_ry in Houston befor_e bein_g transferre� to Sacred Heart - \!
School of Theology m Hales Corner, W1sconsm after havmg bee. credibly • uJ
accused of molesting a sixth-grade boy. Why did Fiorenza allow� LaRosa-  ' 
Lopez to enter St. Mary's Seminary to continue his path toward ordination'! Ji"'
It only makes sense when we consider that the church doesn't conform to!, 
standards and practices of the secular world. The church has an operational 
manual in the Canon Laws. The bishops function on a different playing field. 
Society's standards and the local, state or federal laws do not trump their 
code of laws. 

I have learned not to discuss Fiorenza's or DiNardo's actions with my 
relatives who are apologists. There is no point. They believe Fiorenza did 
not put up with any sort of sexual abuse in his diocese. The flaw in that argu­
ment is that he is portrayed as some sort of deterrent, like the death penalty. 
It's as if a pedophile would ignore his urges for fear of Fiorenza' s reprisals. 
It is nonsense on all counts, least of which is that there was no reprisal for 
LaRosa-Lopez. After the first known complaint about him, Fiorenza admit­
ted him to seminary in Houston, and then sent him to Wisconsin to finish 
his graduate degree. The tuition for that degree was paid for by the Diocese 
of Galveston-Houston. Thus Fiorenza not only tolerated sexual abuse in his 
Diocese, he rewarded it. When LaRosa-Lopez was ordained in December 
1996, the diocese assigned him to Sacred Heart Church in Conroe where h 
started molesting boys and gi,ls within two yearn. 

FINALLY MAKING GOOD ON THEIR 

PROMISE: JANUARY 31, 2019 

The clergy disclosure list for the ADGH named forty priests credibly 
accused of sexual abuse of minors from 1950 to 2018-notably, two 
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